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Elders in the New Testament

Presbúteros: The word is used adjectivally to denote seniority (Luke 15:25; 1 Tim. 5:2).
It denotes certain persons appointed to hold office in the Christian church, and to exercise spiritual oversight over the flock entrusted to them. From the references in Acts (Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17) it may be inferred that the churches generally had elders appointed over them. 
The most probable explanation of the difference of names is that “elder” refers mainly to the person, and “bishop” to the office; the name “elder” emphasizes what he is, while “bishop,” that is “overseer,” emphasizes what the elder or presbyter does.

(Taken from the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia)
Biblical References to Eldership

And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.  (Acts 11:30)

When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  (Acts 14:23)

And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.  (Acts 15:2)

When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them.  (Acts 15:4)

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas--Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,

(Acts 15:22)

and they sent this letter by them, "The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings.  (Acts 15:23)

Now while they were passing through the cities, they were delivering the decrees which had been decided upon by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem, for them to observe.  (Acts 16:4)

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.  (Acts 20:17)

And the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.  (Acts 21:18)

as also the high priest and all the Council of the elders can testify. From them I also received letters to the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.  (Acts 22:5)

They came to the chief priests and the elders and said, "We have bound ourselves under a solemn oath to taste nothing until we have killed Paul.  (Acts 23:14)

After five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders, with an attorney named Tertullus, and they brought charges to the governor against Paul.  (Acts 24:1)

It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money. He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. (1 Timothy 3:1-7)

The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  (1 Timothy 5:17)

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, (Titus 1:5)

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, namely, if any man is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. (Titus 1:5-9)

Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;  (James 5:14)

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  (1 Peter 5:1)

You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  (1 Peter 5:5)

"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  (Acts 20:28)

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  (Philippians 1:1)

Deacons in the New Testament
The term diákonos, and its cognates occur many times in the New Testament, as do its synonyms, hupērétēs, and doúlos, with their respective cognates. It may be said in general that the terms denote the service or ministration of the bondservant (doulos), underling (hupērétēs) or helper (diakonos), in all shades and gradations of meaning both literal and metaphorical. 
Many have sought the origin of the diaconate in the institution of the Seven at Jerusalem (Acts 6:1-15), and this view was countenanced by many of the church Fathers. The Seven were appointed to “serve tables” (diakoneín trapézais), in order to permit the Twelve to “continue steadfastly in prayer, and in the ministry (diakonia) of the word.” 
In Phil. 1:1 Paul and Timothy send greetings “to all the saints ... at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.” Here then we find mention of “deacons” in a way to suggest a formal diaconate
In 1 Tim. 3:8-12, after prescribing the qualifications and the method of appointment of a bishop or overseer, Paul continues with the Deacons.  Deacons are here provided for, and the character of their qualifications makes it clear that they were to be appointed as dispensers of alms, who should come into close personal relations with the poor.

(Taken from the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia)
Biblical References to the Deaconate
Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  (Philippians 1:1)

Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. "Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. "But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word." The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them.  (Acts 6:1-6)

Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, but holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. These men must also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach. Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things. Deacons must be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households. For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.   (1 Timothy 3:8-13)
